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FOREWORD

The Nigerian State has demonstrated interest in enhancing and implementing an effective
and efficient use of traditional medicine in the nation's healthcare delivery system through a
number of resolutions, commissions, and other efforts. The Traditional Medicine Strategy
2002-2005 was developed by the World Health Organization (WHO) in recognition of the
potential and role of traditional medicine (TM) in the health care systems of its member
countries. It served as a framework for policy formulation, defining the scope and function of
TM in the delivery of national health care and guaranteeing the establishment of the legal and
regulatory frameworks required to supportand preserve best practices.

Following the aforementioned WHO Strategy, Nigeria created a National Policy on Traditional
Medicine in 2007 with the intention of promoting the proper application and integration of
traditional medicine within the country's healthcare delivery system while also maximizing
its financial advantages. Significant progress was made in putting the 2007 policy into
practice, including raising public awareness and enlightening people about it, establishing an
institutional structure, enforcing regulations, conducting research and development, and
providing training.

However, in line with global standards and experience obtained from the implementation of
the maiden TM policy; it became imperative to carry out a review. This second edition of the
TM policy intends to advance traditional Practice in the country to global standards through
improved strategies, realisticand attainable targets with well-defined indicators.

I thus restate the nation's commitment to the advancement of traditional medicine and its
ultimate role in assisting the nation in achieving universal health coverage (UHC). To ensure
that the aims and objectives of this new policy are implemented and realized, I hereby ask for
the cooperation and unwavering support of pertinent Ministries, Agencies/Parastatals,
Academia, Traditional Medicine Practitioners, Partners, and other stakeholders.
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Dr. Olatunji M. Alausa
Honourable Minister of State,
Federal Ministry of Health'
October, 2023
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PREFACE

The review of the first edition of Traditional Medicine Policy, (2007) has long been over-due.
The overall dynamics of healthcare services and recent modifications in the National and
Ministerial Health Policies and Strategic guidelines also calls for areview.

The current situation on the development and promotion of traditional medicine in Nigeria
shows that modest achievements have been made such as upgrading of the Traditional
Medicine Division to a full fledge Department of the Ministry, National Council on Health
approval on the establishment of TCAM Departments in the 36 states and FCT, approval of the
Traditional, Complementary & Alternative Medicine Council (Establishment) Bill by the
Federal Executive Council, awaiting National Assembly's passage into Act, improved herbal
products regulation, establishment of State Traditional Medicine Boards and enhanced
engagements with Traditional Medicine Practitioners (TMPs).

The 2nd Edition covers Strategic Directions such as Governance and Leadership; Policy,
Legislation and Regulations; Knowledge, Skill and Enhancement; Collaborations between
TMPs and Conventional Medicine Practitioners; Quality Assurance and safety; Production of
Herbal Products for Availability, Accessibility, Commercialization, Promotion and Export;
Conservation of Medicinal Plants, Protection of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) and
indigenous Traditional Medicine Knowledge (ITMK); Fostering Partnership between
Traditional and Conventional Medicine Practitioners, Networking and International
Cooperation.

The review further provides for adequate monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of
the new policy as well as alegal framework.

I hereby appreciate the Permanent Secretary, Daju, Kachollom, for her Leadership and
commitment to the success of this project.
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Daju, Kachollom S. mni
Permanent Secretary,

Federal Ministry of Health and Social welfare,
October, 2023
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UNCED
WAHO
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African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI)
Primary Health Care

Specific, Measurable, Achievable, and Time-bound
Small and Medium Enterprises

Standards Organisation of Nigeria

Sub-Saharan Africa

State Traditional Medicine Boards

Strength Weakness Opportunities and Treats
Traditional, Complementary and Alternative Medicine
Traditional Medicine

Traditional Medicine Council of Nigeria

Traditional Medicine Development Division
Traditional Medicine Practitioners
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United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
West African Health Organization

World Health Organization
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